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fince
the ‘70°s it’s been rare among gay men but
there have been recent outbreaks in Toronto.

learn more about syphilis and get tested.
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What is syphilis?
It's an infection that's easily passed on during sex. It's serious

because if it's not treated it can damage your heart, brain and other
parts of your body.

Who is at risk from syphilis?

Anyone could get syphilis, but you're most at risk:

LIif you have anal sex (fuck or get fucked) without a condom
L1if you have oral sex (suck cock or get sucked) without a condom
L]if you do the above and have HIV/AIDS




What are the
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symptoms of syphilis?
Syphilis goes through 3 stages, but it's possible to get it and have
no symptoms.

This is what normally happens when syphilis isn't treated.

Fiest stage (primary syphilis)

A few weeks after getting infected most people get a sore, usually
on their cock, ass or in their mouth. It can look like a boil or ulcer
but you may not notice it if it's inside your ass or throat. The sore
will heal on its own. You may get swollen glands too.




Second stage (secondary syphilis)

Usually a few weeks later a rash comes. This can be on the palms
of your hands, soles of your feet or on other parts of your body. This
rash will clear up too. You might also get sores in your mouth or on
your cock, which look like ulcers. And around your ass you can get
warty growths. You may feel flu-like symptoms, with aching joints
and swollen glands. Some people get patchy hair loss.

Third stage (tertiary syphilis)

Over the next few years there'll be no signs anything is wrong but
your heart, brain, eyes, bones, liver and nervous system can all be
damaged. Most people with syphilis have it spotted and treated
before this stage. You might ignore the sores and rash, especially
as they go away but you still have syphilis and can give it to others.




How do | know
if | have syphilis?
The usual test is a blood test. You can get this test at a sexual health

clinic or a doctor, or by calling Hassle Free Men's Clinic. For more
information about where to get tested, see the back of this pamphlet.

What if | have HIV/AIDS?



